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Wulfson, Jeffrey R <JWulfson@doe.mass.edu>
Wednesday, April 20, 2016 2:57 PM
'jmbteixeira14@gmail.com'
'jfortuna@hudson.k12.ma.us'
PQA case #16-0732

Mr. Teixeira –
Commissioner Chester has asked me to respond to your recent email, requesting a further review of your complaint
regarding information provided to parents at the Quinn Middle School in Hudson. I have independently reviewed the
materials you submitted, and I have determined that they accurately reflect the state’s policy regarding our student
assessment program. As the Commissioner has stated on numerous occasions, all elementary and secondary students
receiving a publicly funded education in Massachusetts are required to participate in the student assessments; there is
no provision in Massachusetts law for parents to “opt out.”
Furthermore, I see no evidence in the materials you submitted that Hudson Public Schools staff have mistreated any
students who have refused to take the state assessment, notwithstanding the requirement that they do so.
Accordingly, I affirm the findings you previously received from the Department’s program quality assurance unit, and I
respectfully decline to take any further action.
Jeff Wulfson
Deputy Commissioner Jeff Wulfson
Mass. Dept. of Elementary and Secondary Education
75 Pleasant St, Malden MA 02148
Tel. 781-338-6500 Fax 781-338-3392
jwulfson@doe.mass.edu
Twitter: @MASchoolsK12
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Re: PQA case #16-0732

Dear Mr. Wulfson,

I want to thank you for your reply on behalf of Commissioner Chester.

I can clearly see and understand why our educational system has so many problems and why we have schools
that are at Level 3 and above and can now understand clearly why that is.

State law may require all tests to be taken by students but there is nothing forcing the students to take them and
they can refuse to take them and parents can refuse to have their children take the tests.

With that being said Hudson made it very CLEAR on their message that stated the following in CASE anyone
missed it:
Quinn Middle School Daily Announcements Monday, March 28, 2016, Day 1 ELA MCAS testing for grade
five is March 30 and 31.
Testing for grade six is April 7 & 8. Testing for seventh grade will be held April 4 & 5, 2016. Please have your
children get a good night’s sleep and eat a healthy breakfast for each day of the test. It is most important that
they are in school and on time for each test. Every student must take all the tests required. If they are absent or
late on the day of testing, they will need to make up each test missed.

Now the above information is CLEARLY stating that you must take it and is clearly unacceptable and parents
should be informed properly as not all children can deal with these tests properly.

AND as Commissioner Chester stated on his message January 2016 memo says, “We ask principals and test
proctors to handle refusals with sensitivity. Students should not be pressured to take the test, nor should they be
punished for not taking the test.” The memo is at http://bit.ly/refusethetest.

So with above stated NO school should be forcing parents or students regarding the MCAS testing.
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Regards,

HPSG: Jorge Teixeira

Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/hsepac.parentadvisorycouncil

Twitter: https://twitter.com/#!/hsepac
www.SpedWatch.org
Click on link below to join
http://www.commareus.com/sites/spedwatch.org/membership.php
Visit us on facebook
Follow us on Twitter at https://twitter.com/SPEDWatch2006

On Wed, Apr 20, 2016 at 2:57 PM, Wulfson, Jeffrey R <JWulfson@doe.mass.edu> wrote:
Mr. Teixeira –

Commissioner Chester has asked me to respond to your recent email, requesting a further review of your
complaint regarding information provided to parents at the Quinn Middle School in Hudson. I have
independently reviewed the materials you submitted, and I have determined that they accurately reflect the
state’s policy regarding our student assessment program. As the Commissioner has stated on numerous
occasions, all elementary and secondary students receiving a publicly funded education in Massachusetts are
required to participate in the student assessments; there is no provision in Massachusetts law for parents to “opt
out.”

Furthermore, I see no evidence in the materials you submitted that Hudson Public Schools staff have
mistreated any students who have refused to take the state assessment, notwithstanding the requirement that
they do so.

Accordingly, I affirm the findings you previously received from the Department’s program quality assurance
unit, and I respectfully decline to take any further action.
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Jeff Wulfson

Deputy Commissioner Jeff Wulfson
Mass. Dept. of Elementary and Secondary Education

75 Pleasant St, Malden MA 02148
Tel. 781-338-6500 Fax 781-338-3392
jwulfson@doe.mass.edu
Twitter: @MASchoolsK12
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