
“An Autism Conference: Awareness, Education and Action” 
Presented by … 

 

Kennedy-Donovan Family Support Center In Collaboration with HMEA’s Autism Resource Center 
Friday, May 16, 2014 

Dean College at The Guidrey Center (109 West Street, Franklin, Massachusetts) 
 

8:15 am to 8:45 am     Registration and Coffee  
8:45 am to 9:00 am     Welcome and opening remarks by Kevin Rodman Conare, President/CEO, Kennedy-Donovan Center  
9:00 am to 10:00 am Keynote:  Dr. Martha Herbert – Author of  The Autism Revolution, Assistant Professor of Neurology at  
   Harvard Medical School, Pediatric Neurologist at Mass General, an affiliate of the Harvard-MIT-MGH  
   Martinos Center for Biomedical Imaging where she is director of TRANSCEND Research Program   
   (Treatment Research and Neuroscience Evaluation of Neurodevelopmental Disorders)  
10:00 am to 10:20 am Break 
10:20 am to Noon Morning Workshops 
 

Accessing Public Supports:  Kathy O’Neill, Autism Information Specialist, will help parents new to the Autism world become aware of avail-
able supports for children on the spectrum. 
Transition Planning:  Secure Horizons Financial.  This presentation is unique and differs from the norm in that it is not as clinical, but rather 
more personal in focus and simplistic in its dialogue. Participants will become more comfortable of steps needed when constructing a compre-
hensive plan to address and insure the future care and needs of their child. 
Augmentative Communication Apps for individuals with ASD:  Ami Graves, M.S., CCC-SLP from TechACCESS of RI will discuss and 
demonstrate the best AAC apps for individuals with ASD.  The presentation will include a compare and contrast of apps including core vo-
cabulary options, visual schedules, video modeling features, and visual scenes. 
Dietary interventions for ASD:  Catherine Malone MS,RD, LN, a pediatric dietitian from Mass General Pediatric Gastroenterology and Nu-
trition will look at the rationale for using diet therapy and review dietary interventions that should be considered when treating a child with 
ASD. 
Autism From the Inside:  Catherine Mayes, Autism Project Advocate, Mass Advocates for Children and Mike Mayes, Self-Advocate and mo-
tivational speaker will present the strengths and challenges they’ve found on their own personal journey with autism.  
 

Noon to 1:00 pm Lunch Provided and Resource Fair 
1:00 pm to 2:20 pm   Afternoon Workshops 
 

Thinking about Housing:  Sue Loring, Director of the Autism Resource Center will provide information and resources from the Center’s 
partner program,  Autism Housing Pathways to families who seek to create secure, supported housing for their adult children with disabilities. 
Introduction to DIR®/Floortime:  Sarah Measures, M.Ed., ICDL (Interdisciplinary Council on Developmental) Training Leader will use 
DVDs to present the essential elements of this relationship-based model on behalf of the Astra Foundation.  Learn how strategic play can cre-
ate an effective learning environment for children with special needs   
Coping with Stress Through Relaxation:  Amy Diller, M.S., Director of Training at the Groden Network, will present an introduction to 
self-control procedures, including assessment of stress and strategies to reduce it. 
Creating a Vision:  Elaine Rabbitt, from the Federation for Children with Special Needs presents a participatory workshop during which par-
ents are guided to transform their hopes and dreams into a written vision for their child’s future. Handouts assist participants in breaking down 
their visions into skill categories. The group will engage in discussion about how these skills can be integrated into their child’s IEP develop-
ment. 
The Friendship Journey:  Nancy Swanberg, MS, LMHC, Founder and Executive Director of The Friendship Network for Children, will dis-
cuss how to use The Connection Formula™ to create a comprehensive friendship plan. Learn practical ways to make socialization accessi-
ble and nurture authentic connections.  

Morning Workshop __________________  Alternate __________________ 
Afternoon Workshop _________________  Alternate _________________ 
 

Name(s): ______________________________________________________ 
               ______________________________________________________ 
 

Address: ______________________________________________________  
 

City, State & Zip:  _______________________________________________ 
 

Phone: _______________________  Email: __________________________ 
 

Registration Fee:  $35 per person or $60 per couple 
  

  ____ # of People Attending             ____ # of Couples Attending 

 

Please make check payable to Kennedy-Donovan Center or charge my:           
  � Visa                 � MasterCard 
Card #:  ___________________________________  Exp. Date: _________                                                    
 

Name on card: ________________________________________________ 

Please mail registration form              
with your payment to: 

 

Kennedy-Donovan Center 
Attn:  Marty  

171 Main Street 
Milford, MA 01757 

 

OR 
 

Fax your registration with credit card 
payment to 508-473-8915 

 
For questions, please call   

Marty Schneier 508-473-5700, Ext. 204 

or via email mschneier@kdc.org. 
 

THANK YOU 



Kennedy-Donovan Center 
171 Main Street 
Milford, MA 01757 

Register Early 

Limited Seating 

No Registration at the Door 

In Collaboration With 

Autism Conference 
Awareness, Education and Action 

Friday, May 16, 2014 
Dean College 

 The Autism Resource Center was              
conceived in 1996 by a group of parents to 
serve primarily as an information and referral 
service for children and families affected by 
disorders within the Autism Spectrum; Au-

tism, PDD NOS and Asperger's.  The Center services the eastern 
portion of DDS Central West Region.  
 

 This program is funded by the Department of Developmen-
tal Services ( DDS ) and administered by Horace Mann Educational 
Associates, Inc. HMEA recognizes that family participation is critical 
to the success of it’s programs, a Family Steering Committee serves 
as advisors to the Center. 
 

 The Autism Resource Center is designed to help parents, 
educators, service providers, and medical professionals provide effec-
tively for those diagnosed within the Autism Spectrum.  The Center 
does not recommend any single program or treatment but instead 
offers information on a great variety of issues giving parents and pro-
fessionals what they need to make educated choices. 

 The Family Support Center en-
ables families to stay together and encour-
ages that people with disabilities are wel-
come and contributing members of their 
communities. The services focus on the 
entire family as well as the individual with 
disabilities. 

 

 We recognize that families are in the best position to 
know what assistance they need for their family member and 
how to best achieve their goals. We are flexible and able to 
adapt as family needs, roles and ages change. 
 

 We assist children and adults with developmental  dis-
abilities and their families to attain their highest level of  inde-
pendence through support, respite, education, advocacy and 
other flexible services.   
 

 The goal is to assist families in their efforts to help 
their loved ones reach their maximum potential and quality of 
life. The support a family receives is based on their cultural val-

Family  

Support Center   

Family  


